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Dear Parents, 
It is always a huge relief to reach the 

end of the Michaelmas Term; that first 

Wednesday back in August feels like a 

lifetime ago! However, we arrive at this 

point this year in fine fettle, buoyed by 

success in the last week of term which 

has given us all a lift. 

The juniors reached the final of the Jun-

ior League football competition, having 

finished in fourth place in the group 

phase of the competition. A dramatic 

semi-final was concluded with a suc-

cessful penalty shoot-out against 

School House. Tuesdayôs final against 

The Priory led to defeat, sadly, but so 

many of our A and B Block boys had 

played with great credit along the way. 

Thursdayôs Junior House Match football 

final was special, though. After years of 

near misses, The Cross lifted the tro-

phy, dominating a match that concluded 

with a seven-nil win over New House. 

Many other boys have competed 

strongly for the house this term as well. 

The seniors won the Senior Basketball 

trophy for the third consecutive year, 

which had nothing to do with the arrival 

of our six foot seven Jamaican, Jimmy 

ï honestly! Finals were also contested 

by boys from The Cross in Junior Bas-

ketball and the inter-house squash 

competition. 

What all of this shows, of course, is that 

the house is ready to compete strongly, 

regardless of the challenge. There will 

be plenty more opportunities to sustain 

this next term, not least in the Unison 

and Harmony competitions where 

Teddy Roberts will be supported by 

new tutor (and Head of Keyboard), Luis 

Pares, as we look to build positively on 

the progress we made last year. Many 

musicians thrilled parents and friends of 

The Cross at the Sale of Work Dinner 

before half term and we hope that many 

will support our House Concert next 

term, as we showcase the boysô in-

credible talents. 

Alastair Carr and house tutor Ian Whit-

field continue to inspire the artists in the 

house to make original pieces that now 

proudly adorn the walls and corridors 

around The Cross. 

With such committed support from the 

whole team, it is wonderful to see the 

ways in which the boys are responding 

to the opportunities with which they are 

presented at Repton. Creative, ambi-

tious and dynamic, the boys in The 

Cross have had a fantastic term and I 

wish both them and you all, our wider 

family, a peaceful and restful break 

over the Christmas holiday. 

Thank you for your kind words and your 

generous gifts: Helen and I really ap-

preciate the support and encourage-

ment we receive from you all. 
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Michaelmas term has been eventful on the social front with 

four socials occurring throughout. Themes ranging from 

óJungleô to óHarry Potterô have allowed all members of the 

house to relax away from the busy academic term.  

A record-breaking number of parents and friends of The 

Cross attended the Sale of Work dinner,  with some excel-

lent musical entertainments from Nat Paxton, Gabriel 

Cowley, Jeffrey Chow, Dan Walker  and Joey Ser.  

A welcome new addition to this yearôs calendar is the Up-

per Sixth dinner parties. Pupils plan, prepare and host the 

dinner held in the private side dining room. The first party 

was held this term with Alastair Carr , Cameron Winfield  

and Matthew Jones  inviting Mr Owen, Mr & Mrs Whitfield 

and the Rev respectively. To cap off an exhausting term, 

the whole house enjoyed house supper together. This 

yearôs meal lived up to expectations with speeches sum-

marising all the gossip of the term! 

Social Events...by Alex Cole 

Edited by DTC The Earwickers 

The Sale of Work...by Patrick Chadwick  

Every year The Cross works hard to raise funds for charity, on Wear 

What You Dare Day and the Sale of Work. Over £2,000 was raised 

while fun was had by all. A lot of people put a lot of effort into cos-

tumes, including O-blockôs ladies day, the Lower Sixth with a Cow-

boys and Indians theme and the force was strong with the A-block 

Jedis.  The House staff got involved with Lesley and the cleaning 

team donning Repton uniform and Jarred, our chef, making an ap-

pearance as Batman! The Sale of Work was a 

momentous success with the traditional Cross 

House stalls; tombola, a silent auction and a 

bucking bronco, which proved to be popular 

once again. The charitable efforts were aided 

by two new stalls; the tuck shop and the bas-

ketball shooting challenge. All the boys partici-

pated in the success of the day, while having 

fun enjoying the entertainment.  



 

 

 

 

ACADEMIC 
NEWS 
Commendations 

A large number of Cross boys 

received commendations 

from the Headmaster for their 

academic efforts this term. 

§ James Nijjar  

§ Theo Morris  

§ Ollie Parker  

§ Joe Cook  

§ Jack Bywater  

§ Simon Litvinenko  

§ Ben Jones  

§ Nathaniel Paxton  

 

Cambridge 

Alex Cole was invited to 

interview at Downing College, 

Cambridge to read medicine.  

He ought to hear after Christ-

mas and we wish him the 

best of luck!  

House Art by Alastair Carr  

Academy Hopes  

The Cross is unusual this 

year among the Houses in 

having a large number of 

boys playing football with 

academy sides around the 

Midlands.  These boys 

take on additional football 

training commitments, 

usually missing a prep 

session each week. Itôs an 

arrangement beneficial to  

all, since the boys have 

the chance to develop 

new skills and the School 

and House have access to 

a very deep pool of talent.  

New boys Theo Brierley, 

Lewis Jones, Ben Jones  

and Joe Cohen play at 

Stoke, Derby County, Wol-

verhampton Wanderers 

and Crewe respectively.  

Good news in A block too 

- at the time of going to 

press, A blocker Joel At-

kin was signed by Derby 

County, following a trial 

and Charlie Cohen  also 

spends a night a week 

with Crewe.  In O-block, 

Ryan Binns is now  a 

regular feature in the Bur-

ton Albion U17 squad and 

Joe Mansfield is currently 

training with Sheffield 

Wednesday. Several of 

these boys have also 

been selected to represent 

ISFA national teams. 

Sports News by Matthew Jones & Joel Mann  
The hugely anticipated Cross 

sporting season began with tri-

umph in the Junior six-a-side foot-

ball tournament. The success was 

due to the goals from Ed Ballan-

tyne- Rowland, the skillfulness of 

Ryan Binns and the heroic goal-

keeping of Robbie Astin. 

The Senior House Tournament 

was next and new arrival Joe 

Mansfield added midfield 

strength. Captained by Matt 

Jones, we won one, drew one and 

lost two.   The highlights of the 

competition were Ed Ballantyne- 

wƻǿƭŀƴŘΩǎ twenty yard strike, and 

the victory over Orchard in the 

final game, thanks to a Matt 

Jones brace. 

Not  renowned for our aquatic 

dominance,  fifth in House swim-

ming  was a result to be proud of. 

There were some commendable 

performances from the likes of 

Ryan and Anthony Cheng, Mar-

cus Wilcock and Alex Cole.  

The house squash team, led by 

Nathaniel Paxton, ably assisted 

by Charlie Cohen and Alex Cole, 

managed to reach the final where 

a close encounter with New 

House resulted in Cross falling 

short.  

Basketball has traditionally been a 

strong suit.  The juniors, led by 

talisman Jones Tidy, reached the 

final for the second year running; 

however, this time, they were on 

the wrong end of the result. The 

seniors enjoyed success for the 

third year running, with new play-

ers James McDonald and Mark 

Jia featuring in a starting five, 

including star man and captain 

Peter Sun, beating Priory in the 

final by a nerve-wracking two 

points. 

The House League football com-

petitions have always been a 

tournament to look forward to 

and the juniors, led by Calvin 

Thiara, exceeded all expectations 

by reaching the final, where they  

lost to The Priory. This was a val-

iant effort, epitomised by the 

semi-final performance which 

required much nerve and deter-

mination to overcome School 

House on penalties.  The spirit of 

the house was embodied by Ryan 

Cheng, who saved two penalties, 

while Calvin Thiara tucked away 

the winning penalty. The seniors 

did not enjoy the same success as 

they unfortunately missed out on 

the semi-finals after failing to win 

any of their games. 

Hopes were high for the impres-

sive junior house team. A number 

of new arrivals had strengthened 

the squad in all areas of the pitch, 

with Lewis Jones in goal, Jack 

Bywater in midfield and Theo 

Brierley up front.  Joe Cook and 

Ben Jones provided an impressive 

defensive line up. These players 

added substance to the already 

formidable line-up of Joel Atkin 

(Captain), Charlie Cohen, Theo 

Morris  and James Nijjar. With 

great results in the group stages, 

The Cross progressed emphati-

cally to the final. What could have 

been a close affair turned out to 

be a rout, with Cross punishing 

New House with an astonishing 7-

0 victory. A great all round per-

formance was capped off with a 

hat-trick from Charlie Cohen and 

a double from James Nijjar. This 

proved to be a brilliant  end to a 

solid and successful sporting term 

for The Cross. 

The Cross at the beginning 

of Michaelmas last year had 

just one piece of home-made 

art in the house, and even 

that was possibly from the 

Mitre. Under the direction of 

Alastair Carr and O-block 

tutor Mr Whitfield, we have 

made some excellent pro-

gress in encouraging every-

one to get involved by con-

tributing a piece.  The walls 

of the house are becoming 

less bare by the week, with 

paintings, cartoons and pho-

tography being visible all 

around. This has resulted in 

The Cross becoming a 

strong contender to win the 

Dennis Hawkins trophy, an 

inter-house art cup. 

Cameron Winfield and 

Alastair Carr contributed a 

series of inspiring and come-

dic takes on life around The 

Cross from unexpected an-

gles, utilising models and 

close-up photography.  Joel 

Mann made use of oil on 

canvas to paint a series of 

scenes of boys from The 

Cross in unusual surround-

ings.  His paintings have won 

recognition in the house for 

their sensitivity and the way 

in which they really capture 

the spirit of the place. 

Mr Whitfield made his own 

contribution with a mixed-

media portrait of Cross old 

boy Sir Stuart Newton Hamp-

shire, an eminent Oxford and 

Princeton philosopher of the 

twentieth century.  In addition 

to this, a painting the Crossôs 

most famous old boy, C.B. 

Fry, now has pride of place 

on blue-floor corridor.  Plans 

are currently underway to 

commemorate the life of an-

other Cross old boy, Roddy 

Scott, who died while report-

ing on the conflict in Chech-

nya, following a visit by his 

parents earlier in the term. 

DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY 

§ 4th January 2012.    

Lent Term begins Board-

ers due back, 8pm  

§ 21st January 2010  

Upper Sixth Parentsô 

Meeting. Buffet lunch at 

The Cross at 1pm. 

§ Saturday 28th January 

House Harmonies   

§ Friday 3rd February    

A-block Parentsô Meet-

ing.   Half term begins  

§ 12th February 2010   

Half term ends.  

§ Saturday 5th March.       

O-Block Parentsô , meet-

ing, buffet lunch at the 

Cross, 1pm. 

§ 18th March 2010        

Term ends 

Junior House Champions!!!  


