
 

 

ñA Last Wordò 

Dear Mitre Parents,  

It hardly seems like yesterday that we were welcoming our new B Block and L6th girls for the academic year 2009

-10 and yet we are already in the final stages of the year - planning menus for House supper and hearing about 

girlsô ball dress choices! We have had another wonderful year in the Mitre and the girls have remained in high 

spirits throughout, always making the most of the opportunities available to them and enthusing each other with 

their desire to take part and make the most of Repton. They have also shown compassion and care for one another 

and for members of the House staff team and time after time visiting parents and staff say they have had a wonder-

ful lunch with the group of girls on their table.  

There have been many occasions this year for a Housemistress to be proud of.  There is no doubt that it says some-

thing special when a House is able to win all the whole-House events in each term ï the Caroline Tyler relays in 

Michaelmas, The Steeplechase in Lent and the Kropacsy relays in the Summer. These titles are the mark of a 

House that has pulled together, that has provided momentum and that wants to take part. We have been lucky this 

year, and I am sure there will be other years when the titles are not ours, but we have always made it count and the 

girls have always wanted to do their very best for the House.  

I was staggered by the number of Mitre girls taking away school prizes this year ï more than any other House we 

will grace the stage on Speech Day with girls receiving academic prizes from U6th right through to B Block but 

also prizes for other aspects of school life such as contribution to Community Service. Alongside this, Mitre girls 

have also been major contributors in other events ï in the organising committee for the Politics Society ñQuestion 

Timeò, in writing for the Reptonian,  participating in public debates, and taking part in the Junior School play.  

The summer term in any school always finishes with a series of goodbyes. Nicky Collins, our B Block tutor, and 

an established member of the Mitre tutor team leaves us this summer to take over her own House at Brighton Col-

lege. Her dedication and commitment to the House have been first rate and our loss is most certainly Brightonôs 

gain. We wish her the very best of luck. We are lucky enough to have four excellent tutors remaining with us, all 

of whom have remained dedicated and loyal to the Mitre and helped the girls in innumerable ways this year. Next 

year we will also be joined by Mrs Sandra Nield ï a very experienced member of staff and a wonderful addition to 

our team.  

I am delighted to report that we have seen much more of Margaret over the last few weeks, and she will be return-

ing full time next term. Thank you for your sympathy and the many kind words and best wishes you have sent to 

her which have undoubtedly aided her recovery.  

I have written at length in the Year Book about our U6th leavers, but must mention here what a superb team Emily 

Burtwistle (Head of House) and Eleanor Tyler (Deputy Head of House) have made this year. They have led the 

House with integrity and passion and have taken it from strength to strength. I am also very grateful to the superb 

prefect team and other members of the U6th who have made a huge investment of energy and effort this year and 

helped to maintain the high standards of the House.  

Daily, your daughters have amused me, entertained me and challenged me. They are the most delightful group of 

young ladies and we look forward to hearing from the outgoing U6th of their adventures from life 

beyond the Arch and to wel-

coming the rest of the House 

back for 2010-11, when it will 

all start again!  

Best wishes,  

Anna and Nick Parish    

paddling pool.  It is this relaxed 

and open atmosphere that un-

derpins life in the Mitre, al-

though this is tempered at all 

times with thought and respect 

for those around them. What 

stands out for me is the way in 

which the girls throw them-

selves so whole-heartedly into 

everything they undertake, 

whether academic or extra-

curricular. So, I will accept, just 

this once, that the term ôvery 

uniqueõ is appropriate. But I 

would hesitate to apply it to the 

House. Instead, I would suggest 

that it is the strength of the 

girls,  the Tutor team and of 

course the constant support  

and dedication of Mr and Mrs 

Parish that make the Mitre so 

ôvery unique.õ VLK 

Last week a Mitre girl remarked 

to me that there was something  

ôvery uniqueõ about the  Mitre. 

As a teacher of English I felt it 

my duty to point out that this 

was something of a grammatical 

impossibility. After a moment of 

consideration, she said that she 

was sticking by her original 

statement, as it emphasised just 

how special the Mitre is. But it 

made me think: what is it about 

the Mitre that means we ôjust 

seem to win everythingõ? (in the 

words of one Eleanor Sharples.) 

Itõs not success in life that is 

important, however, but how 

and why we are successful. 

The girls in the Mitre are loyal 

to their House without fault or 

question. On a Friday night, 

when I am putting together the 

House teams for the weekend I 

am never short of girls willing to 

roll up their sleeves and get 

stuck in on behalf of their 

House. And it is this attitude 

that allows the girls to ôwinõ not 

only in sporting competitions, 

but at almost everything they 

turn their hand to. The kindness 

and support that they show to 

those around them on a daily 

basis is unparalleled. The high-

light of the calendar this term  

for me is the Kropacsy Relays, 

where a sea of pink and blue can 

always be seen running for their 

House or supporting their con-

temporaries. The same spirit 

pervades the House, whether it 

is a hug and a cup of tea for 

someone feeling a bit down, or 

summer high-jinks in the Parishsõ 

The Kropacsy relays is al-

ways a highly anticipated 

event primarily because it is 

held in memory of an ex-

tremely talented boy who 

once attended Repton and 

also because it is a chance for 

the house to come together 

and show their true house 

spirit whilst watching the 

relays unfurl. The conditions 

this year were perfect for the 

relays with the sun shining 

and the grass fresh. The re-

lays involved many of the 

members of the house and 

each was able to play their 

part in ensuring that the cup 

was safely returned to the 

Mitre which has been its 

home for the past few years!  

The relays were important in 

revealing some of the ôUsain 

Boltsõ of the house notably 

Amelia Etherington who on a 

number of occasions, flew 

past the other runners and 

Hannah Barker was also ex-

ceptional  in her efforts as 

team captain.  Nevertheless, 

those who were not involved 

in the relays still exhibited 

their true spirit on the side-

line and supported all those 

who were involved in what 

became a somewhat gruelling 

competition given the small 

divide which separated both 

Mitre and Garden. In the end 

it was Mitre that was victori-

ous winning by merely two 

points and accordingly Mrs 

Parish was equipped with the 

camera to take several pic-

tures of all the girls surround-

ing the new, gleaming tro-

phy.  

By Sophie Davies (L6M) 

A ôVery Uniqueõ Perspective 

Mitre Outruns All Opposition 

R E PTON  

S CH OO L Mitre Musings 
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I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S U U E :  

¶ A Resident Tutorõs 

Perspective  

¶ Mitre Girls     domi-

nate in the Kropascy 

Relays 

¶ Sixth Form Head to 

Wonderland  

¶ Mitre Discovers New 

Footballing Legends  

¶ Mitreõs Musical Talent 

Shines Through  

¶ B-Block Take Over the 

Chapel  

¶ A-Block CCF Venture 

Outdoors  

¶ Juniors take to the 

Stage 
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Wimbledon Washout 
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always been there to  support 

house matches, help with prep, 

and talk in the Common Room, 

Miss Collins will be greatly 

missed by all of us.  

One of the B-Blockôs favourite 

memories is their first evening 

at Repton with Miss Collins, 

when they played the infamous 

óchocolate game, culminating 

in a good deal of chocolate 

being both consumed and 

spread around the Common 

This term we say farewell to 

Miss. Collins who has been 

with the Mitre from the very 

beginning. Initially as Resident 

Tutor she helped to establish 

the house and continued in the 

role for five years. During her 

time at The Mitre, Miss Collins 

has tutored several different 

Junior years and so has a great 

relationship with so many girls. 

Infinitely dedicated and loyal 

to the Mitre, Miss. Collins has 

Room!  The B-Block have 

greatly appreciated the rewards 

and treats from Miss Collins 

when they have had academic 

success, as well as the fact that 

she is always a calm and reli-

able source of advice when 

needed. We wish her all the 

best as she goes on to run a 

House of her own at Brighton 

College. Good Luck Miss. 

Collins, donôt be a stranger. 

Emily Burtwhistle (U6M) 

 

The Mitre brought out their 
boyish sides to take on the 
other houses in this years 
girls football competition. 
The first match was against 
field and with the majority 
of the possession we were 
unable to convert our many 
chances into a goal and it 
ended 0-0. 

Our next game was to be 
our toughest match against 
the Abbey and luckily  

Footballõs Coming Home 

òValeó NJC 

òWe may 

not be 

Manchester 

Unitedéó 

Junior House Tennis 

For once in their lives the Mighty Mitre were not so mighty! However the House 

spirit was there as always, as the girls fought an epic battle against the Power-

ful Priory only missing out by one match (4 -5). The team consisted of myself, 

Grace Baker, Rosie Cordingley, Amy Davies, Eleanor Sharples and Charlotte 

Graham. Everyone played extremely well and we were unfortunate to loose, 

however we all had a great time and played some fantastic tennis. Even Rosie was able 

to admire, form over the net, her new found friend, Sam Lever!  

Senior House Tennis 

Many thanks must go to all those who played. Due to injury we had lost  a few players, although Hannah Barker and Emily 

Boyce offered to play in their place.   Although facing some challenging opposition, every team played well, in particular 

Ellie Green and Hannah Barker who won all three of their games. Overall the A team came second and the B team third. 

Unfortunately when playing against the School house in the mixed inter -house tennis we lost, despite putting up a good 

fight, as their team was very strong.  

By Lottie Jameson (5M) and Chloe Williamson (U6M) 

kept it level at another 0-0 
draw. With two games off, we 
grouped up to re think our tac-
tics for our final game against 
the garden. We scored two 
goals in this game to win 2-0. 
Everyone played brilliantly and 
with great house spirit too. In 
the end we may not be Man-
chester United but the Mitre put 
in a great effort to come 2nd 
overall in both the Senior and 
Junior competitions.   

By Eleanor Sharples (4M) 


