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Dear Parents, 
The end of this academic year marks a 

significant moment in my time as House-

master of The Cross. This yearôs group of 

leavers contains boys from the B Block 

intake in my first year in the house in 2006. 

I have seen these boys grow into the fine 

young men who are preparing to embark 

upon the next exciting stage of their jour-

neys beyond the Arch. I have thoroughly 

enjoyed their company over the past five 

years and this year, as they have led from 

the top of the house, has been a very suc-

cessful and satisfying one for The Cross. 

Adrian Roseanu , who joined us in the 

Lower Sixth, has been a superb Head of 

House; ably supported by his Deputies 

Dylan and Alex,  and the other prefects, 

we have gone from strength to strength. 

 

Art is flourishing at The Cross. Led by tutor 

Ian Whitfield and Alastair Carr,  many of 

the boys in the house have contributed 

their work, much of which has been in-

spired by the house itself (photographs of 

the yard, the use of red and black crosses 

and Joel Mannôs very special depiction of 

a group of five boys stood outside the Bur-

ton Road entrance to The Cross). With 

many examination pieces from this yearôs 

GCSE, AS and A Level Art courses to add, 

we hope to contend for the inter-house art 

cup, which is presented at the start of the 

Michaelmas Term. 

 

Another tutor, Tom Naylor, has been ap-

pointed to become Housemaster of School 

House in September. Tom has been a 

tutor in The Cross for seven years, two of 

which as Resident Tutor. Many boys have 

benefited from Tomôs teaching, tutoring, 

hockey and athletics coaching and good 

company over this period. We would all 

like to wish him, and his wife Vicky, the 

greatest of success in this exciting new 

stage. 

 

A Junior five-a-side football trophy was 

added to the shelves near the start of 

term, making this the third junior football 

trophy gained this year.  Reaching the final 

of the Junior House Match cricket meant 

that The Cross had contested the finals of 

all three major sports this year. This cer-

tainly bodes well for the future, with such a 

talented group of boys moving through the 

house. 

 

The future looks very bright indeed, with 

newly-appointed Head of House, Alastair 

Carr, his Deputies, Teddy Roberts and 

Alex Cole, and a committed team of pre-

fects ready to take hold of the baton 

handed over by Adrian. Luis Parez, the 

new Head of Keyboard in the Music De-

partment, replaces Mr Naylor on the tutor 

team and we expect to be joined by some 

strong new additions in B and A Block, as 

well as in the Lower Sixth. 

 

We wish the leavers the best of good for-

tune as they embark upon the next stage 

of their respective journeys beyond the 

Arch.  

 

Helen and I would like to thank everyone 

who was able to join us for Speech Day 

drinks; this is always such a special occa-

sion and a really fitting way to conclude 

such a wonderful year. Thank you also for 

the gifts and cards that we received. We 

wish you a restful summer break with your 

boys. 
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Each year, The Sprake Cup is 

awarded to the boy who in their atti-

tude and actions most reflects the 

spirit of the House.  This year, it has 

been awarded to Dylan Adams . 

Dylan  joined the house 

in A Block. From the 

outset, it was apparent 

that he would contrib-

ute massively to the life 

of The Cross. Popular, 

famous for his DJ tal-

ents and a really sound 

competitor, Dylan set-

tled in really quickly. 

Whilst many boys in the house excel in 

things at which they are naturally 

gifted, what impressed me most about 

Dylan was his readiness to rise to the 

challenge in areas in which he had no 

prior experience. This was particularly 

evident when it came to finding some-

one to conduct House Unison this 

year. He championed a song, Vanessa 

Carletonôs ñA Thousand Milesò, and 

had the courage to conduct the whole 

house even though he had no 

real background in music 

other than his legendarily 

huge i-tunes collection. The 

fact that this yearôs Unison 

was widely regarded as The 

Crossô best effort in years is 

due, in no small measure, to 

Dylanôs quality. 

Dylan leaves us at the end of 

his Upper Sixth this term to complete 

National Service in his native Singa-

pore. It is testament to his character 

that he is looking forward to this ex-

perience when many would look to 

shirk the responsibility. 

Dates for your diary  

§ Wednesday  31st August  

  Michaelmas Term begins. 

  Boarders due back by 8pm. 

§ Sunday 19th September  

  New Boysô Chapel, 10.15pm followed by 

  Coffee in Pearsô School. 

§ Saturday 8th October  

  Sale of Work Dinner 

§ Friday 14th October  

 B-block Parentsô Meeting 

 Half-term begins at 4.30pm. 

§ Sunday 30th October  

 Half term ends 

 Boarders due back by 8pm. 

§ Saturday 5th November  

  Sale of Work. 

§ Sunday 4th December  

 Carol Service for parents at 6.30pm. 

§ Friday 9th December  

 House Supper. 

This has been another exceptionally sociable Summer 

Term.  We have taken advantage of the many times that 

the sun has shone to have barbecues in the garden along 

with some Kwik Cricket and tennis. 

 

Adrian Roseanu gave an excellently thoughtful speech at 

the end of term House Supper.  Our new chef Jared pro-

duced an superb meal and the whole catering team under 

matronôs leadership gave us a night to remember.   It was 

also an opportunity to say our goodbyes to THN and Mrs 

Naylor, who leave to take over the running of School 

House. 

 

It was lovely to see so many parents join us on Speech 

Day for drinks in the garden.  These events are so impor-

tant in the life of the House and we look forward to seeing 

you again next year. 

Social Events  
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ACADEMIC 
NEWS 
 
Academic Prizes 

 

Another successful year 

for many Cross boys, tak-

ing prizes across the year 

group and across the cur-

riculum. 

 

§ Headmasterôs Prize 

 James Nijjar  

 Joshua Ana

 nda-Rajan.  

 Maximilian 

 Fiedler  

 

§ Junior Essay Prize 

 Joey Ser  

 

§ Milford Mathematics 

Prize 

 Raees Rauf  

 

§ Musical Achievement 

Prize 

 Nathaniel Pax

 ton  

 Teddy Roberts  

 

§ Religious Studies 

 Alastair Carr  

 

§ Milford Physics 

 Jamie Muirhead  

 

§ Cooke Economics 

 Adrian Roseanu  

 

§ Sir John Port Prize  

 Adrian Roseanu 

 

 

 

House  Art Competition  

Cricket  
Top Performers  

 

The year a number of 

boys from The Cross have 

played key  roles in the 

Club. 

Eddy Ikin , made the top 

perfomersô list 6 times, 

with two centuries against 

Oakham and Worksop. 

Kieran Fenton continued 

to impress after his injury, 

making three appearances 

on the list with a century 

against Nottingham HS, 

78 against KES Birming-

ham, 60 against the MCC 

and 53 NO against Derby-

shire Academy.  Kieran 

also made the bowling list, 

with a haul of four wickets 

in the same MCC match. 

James Nijjar scored ex-

actly 100 against Notthing-

ham HS for the 14A and 

he wasnôt the only B 

Blocker to make the list.  

Jack Cheshire and Char-

lie Cohen  got 64 NO and 

60 in fixtures against Not-

tingham and Uppingham 

for  the 14s. 

Robbie Astin  and  Mat-

thew Jones  also man-

aged half centuries, 

against Notthingham HS 

and Uppingham respec-

tively.  On the bowling list, 

Dominic Johnson-Kerr got 

4-36 against Trent. Not be 

outdone,  Ed Ballantyne 

Rowland  got one of only 

two hat-tricks in the whole 

club this season against  

Derby Grammar. 

Sports News  
In the major sport of the term, 

cricket, many of the boys have 

represented the school with 

distinction with both bat and 

ball. Eddy Ikin has been rack-

ing up a phenomenal number of 

runs for the 1st XI, Kieran Fen-

ton reached a century against 

Nottingham High School and B 

Blocker James Nijjar made his 

1st XI debut behind the stumps 

against KES Birmingham, a 

most impressive feat. Lower 

down the club, Matthew Jones 

made a match-winning half cen-

tury against Uppingham and 

Jack Cheshire , Theo Morris 

and Joel Atkin all impressed for 

the U14 B and C sides that they 

represented. Unsurprisingly, 

therefore, given the depth of 

talent in the house, The Cross 

reached the final of both the 

Senior and Junior House Match 

Cricket competitions. Regretta-

bly, however, the form that took 

us to this stage eluded us in 

both games and we had to set-

tle for second, which is no mean 

feat. 

Jamie Muirhead and Alex Cole 

will be heading off with the Rep-

ton Super Six tennis squad after 

the end of term to compete for 

National honours in the Glan-

ville and Youll Cup competi-

tions. Junior tennis has been 

strong in the house with Max 

Fiedler and Charlie Cohen 

competing in the Aegon U15 

competition. 

In Athletics, Ali Mehdi and 

Cameron Winfield  have led the 

way both for the school and 

house teams they have repre-

sented. Both boys won medals 

in their respective events at the 

recent County Championships 

and, together, joined by Adrian 

Roseanu and Joel Atkin , 

pushed Latham all the way in a 

strongly contested four by four 

inter-house relay on the penulti-

mate day of term. Ali was 

awarded the Wyld Cup for Ath-

letic Endeavour, a fitting end to 

his Repton Athletics career. 

Dom Johnson -Kerr  won the 

Junior 800m and finished sec-

ond in the discus.  

Under the guidance of house tutor Ian 

Whitfield and co-ordinated by Alastair 

Carr , this term has seen the unveiling of a 

large number of new art pieces in the 

House.  Keen to pick up the prize for the 

most artistically decorated House, many 

boys have worked over the past months to 

produce some excellent pieces.  Joel 

Mannôs  image of some boys outside of 

the house (top right) has pride of place in 

the study.  Johnny Gormanôs study of 

athletic movement, completed as part of 

his AS exam, (bottom left)  now hangs in  

the middle common room, brightening it 

up considerably.  Richard Fletcherôs graf-

fiti-inspired triptych (bottom right)  adds 

some colour to a corner of the same room.  

Cameron Winfield produced a series of 

photographs using models in locations 

around the house.  His work using a tea 

pot, (his favourite tea pot, apparently) cur-

rently hangs in the dining room.  There are 

many other, too many to print here, but do 

look out for them the next time you visit 

us. 

 


