
Cabaret Divas  

N E W SL E T T E R 

The Abbey 
M I C H A E L M A S  2 0 1 0  

S U M M E R  2 0 1 1  

Term starts  

Monday 11th April  

Easter Exeat  

Thursday 21st April 

(Starts 1.00pm) ñ 

Tuesday 26th April (pm)  

Half Term  

Friday 27th May ñ 

Sunday 5th June 

End of Term                    

Saturday 2nd July  

T E R M  D A T E S :  

L E N T  2 0 1 1  

Term starts  

Wednesday 5th January 

(pm)  

Half Term  

Friday 4th February ñ 

Sunday 13th February  

 

End of Term                    

Friday 18th March  

Saturday 13th November saw the entire 

house take centre stage with this yearõs Sale 

of Work Cabaret, under the theme of 

ôDivasõ.   

Following the success of the Sale of Work the 

week before, there was much to live up to, but 

everyone participated with the utmost enthusi-

asm and did all they could to ensure the night 

was a success.  

Organised almost entirely by the Lower Sixth, 

parents were ôwined and dinedõ in style: from 

the canapé reception in the TV room, to the 

entertainment which followed the meal. All was 

received with the highest praise and enjoyed by 

all. 

 The Silent Auction and Table Quizzes con-

tributed to the enjoyable atmosphere and 

added to the eveningõs entertainment. 

As well as several individual acts, each year 

group took to the stage to perform a ôDivaõ 

song.  This included the hits of renowned 

artists Madonna, Cyndi Lauper and Gloria 

Gaynor.  The entertainment was concluded 

with a rendition of last yearõs winning Unison 

performance: Accidentally in Love.  

 

The evening was a great occasion for parents 

and girls alike and we are very grateful to all 

who supported the event. 

 

Right : Lower 6th perform 

I will survive, as Mrs Wilbra-

ham encourages parents to 

sing along 

 

Below: Jess Gough (B 

Block) performs a solo 

dance routine. 

 

See inside for more 

photographs of the 

event.  The House Cabaret is a focal point for our Autumn Term .  This year it was a fantastic success 

on so many levels. The Lower 6th traditionally organise the whole of our Sale of Work contribu-

tion and this yearõs cohort showed great relish in organising the Sale of Work fair and Cabaret.  

Coming after Half Term, new girls had found their feet and the preparation and performance for 

this great communal event went a long way to underline the feeling that The Abbey is indeed a 

very happy place to be. Jess Stewart (L6) reports. 



Juniors 
  Hockey has been one of the great 

joys for the Abbey Junior League team 

this term, and the tremendous effort 

displayed by all the team members has 

certainly been reflected in the results.  

 

  The girls started the season as they 

meant to go on, winning the first match 

easily against Field. The forwards have 

been strong in the attack and dropped 

back during the defence. Well done to 

the Defence for staying strong against 

the opposing attackers! 

  The Abbey attackers have been on the 

ball like bees on honey and therefore 

we have scored many goals, fooling the 

goalkeeper every time! 

 Strength in depth as Junior and 

Seniors top the Hockey Leagues 
The House Leagues are a tremendous part of sport at Repton. Those who do not play for first team or A teams 

are allowed to take part in league competitions that run throughout each Term. The matches are keenly con-

tested, but are accompanied by lots of ôbanterõ and fun. It has been a feature of this Term that the hockey 

matches have been noisily supported by The Abbey girls. At the point of going to press, we are not certain of the 

final outcome, but we do know that both of our teams are very strongly placed, with The Juniors unbeaten and 

The Seniors having lost only twice. 

The dedication of the Abbey girls has 

not faltered this term and even in the 

cold, rainy afternoons there has always 

been fantastic support from the side-

lines, with encouragement from the 

girls, Housemistress and Matron.  

Tremendous season for the juniors- a 

greatly deserved well done.  

Cara Evans (A Block)  

Left: Senior League Team.  Above: 

Lucy and Alex.. Below: òPile on!ó 

Seniors 

 
  The Senior League Hockey competition has always been a 

strong point on the School sporting calendar for the Abbey 

and this year proved to be no different.  

  With a team consisting of 11 enthusiastic, competitive and 

noisy girls, we started off the season with a bang, winning 

our first two matches easily . 

   Unfortunately the following matches proved to be a down 

point in the season, yet with the Abbey girls never willing to 

settle for defeat, we rose to the challenge against Mitre and 

Field with two comfortable wins. It must be said that this 

could not have been achieved without the continual support 

from the Abbey girls, who turned out in droves to support 

every match and the superb team spirit. Well done to all 

those who took part!! 

Jessica OõMeara, Upper 6th 

 



 Great organisation for Cabaret 

and Sale of Work 
  On a bitterly cold Saturday afternoon 

in November, it was great to see so 

many Abbey girls of all years standing 

behind the chosen stalls for this yearõs 

Sale of Work charity event held at the 

school.. 

  There was a  Lucky Dip, the girls also 

did excellent business selling ôMillies 

Cookiesõ. In addition the O Block sold 

ôSweet Nothingsõ, messages and as ever, 

the Candy Floss. Stall was very popular.  

  A great effort was displayed by all in-

volved and it is good to see that the 

Abbey made a large contribution to this 

yearõs Sale of Work Charity. Yet all in 

all this could not have been achieved if 

not for the fantastic team work and 

enthusiasm of the Lower Sixth who 

organised and over-saw the running of 

the afternoon events. Well done girls. 

  As has already been reported, the The 

Abbey girls also put on a great perform-

ance for the Cabaret on the following 

weekend. During the event, attended by 

many of our parents a considerable sum 

of money was raised through their gen-

erosity in bidding for prizes in a silent 

auction. The prizes were again donated 

by parents. Along with ticket sales, the 

event raised £3,000. We are very grate-

ful for everyone's support. 

  Special mention must also be made of 

our new House Tutor, Mr . Hodgkinson, 

who played the piano so brilliantly 

throughout the performance. He has 

been a very popular appointment in the 

House. I wonder if he really knows what 

is coming next Term when Unison and 

Harmony rehearsals begin! 

  Special thanks also to Mick Wolford, 

who, ever supportive of  students, took 

the splendid pictures on this page. 
Kamie Lakhani and Freya Flavell (L.6th)  

Sale of Work  

Left: Alex (L6) Selling Candy Floss at The Sale of 
Work event.  Above: Priscilla and Katherine 
Selling ôSweet Nothingsõ.  

Cabaret  

Top Right: Katherine and Frannie. Perform Hallelu-
jah Above: The whole House perform Accidentally 
in Love.. 

Above: Darcey and Rosie (B 

Block). Far Right (both pic-

tures):  B Block perform .Like a 

prayer. 

Bottom middle : A Block per-

form Whitney Houstonõs Dance 

with somebodyõ 



Abbey girls win House Squash 

competition. 

  In bitterly cold wind and rain, 

against much vaunted opposition, the 

Junior Hockey team might have been 

forgiven for a half-hearted perform-

ance on in their House match during 

November. These girls are made of 

sterner stuff however.  

  The Abbey girls played with a col-

lective spirit and passion that will go 

down as one of the highlights of this 

term. 

   Disaster seemed to be looming as 

Garden House quickly moved to a 4-

0 lead by half time. Frannie Beharrell 

(A Block) was limping and The Ab-

bey were struggling to take the ball 

out of their own half.  

   The girls remained cheerful how-

ever and in the second half they hung 

on in determined fashion, supporting 

each other in the tackle and running 

themselves to exhaustion. They con-

ceded only one more goal and man-

aged to pressure The Garden in their 

own half more regularly. The match 

ended at 5-0. 

   Mrs Wilbraham was tremendously 

proud of the girls and treated them 

to chocolates back in the warmth of 

the House!  

  Despite the loss , our other 

Hockey reports show The Abbey 

have strength in depth which means 

we comfortably top the Junior 

League (for players not in The A 

teams). We currently have 3 Junior 

A team members, Frannie Beharrell, 

Jess. Lawrence (A Block) and Jess 

Czink  (B Block).   

 Junior Hockey Team show genuine pride 

in performance 

  We are proud to report, that , for 

what we understand is the first time 

ever, the Abbey won House Squash 

after beating last yearõs winners Gar-

den in the first round.  

  Although we do not have players 

who regularly play this sport, the 

girls clearly threw themselves into 

the competition as Hetty Alton 

(U6) reports. 

  With a team consisting of Hetty 

Alton, Becky Lawrence and Darcey 

Scheel, the girls played some fantastic 

squash against Garden to find them-

selves facing Mitre in the final. The 

final result was 2-1, with Becky win-

ning an extremely tight match and 

Hetty Alton rising up to win the de-

ciding match easily. All three girls 

displayed huge amounts of determi-

nation and effort throughout-well 

done! 

Following the great success of our inau-

gural Hockey match against the Abbey 

Old Girls, we are hoping to host the 

match again on Sunday 17th April 

20011. 

Unusually, Easter falls 2 weeks into the 

Term and this has made it difficult for 

us to confirm this date with absolute 

certainty.  We will post full details on 

The Abbey webpage over the next 

weeks. Meanwhile we would ask Abbey 

O.Rs to pencil the date in their diaries. 

It would be wonderful to see you all at 

the match, and for tea afterwards 

Abbey O.R. 

Hockey planned 

for Summer Term 



ôWeird Sistersõ, who were directed 

brilliantly by Sarah Cotterill (U6) and 

make-up by Brenda Adams (U6). 

Simone Matthews (U6) also appeared in 

the banquet scene.  

   The play would have been at a stand 

still if it was not for the backstage crew 

of Holly Harcus and Amy Chatterton 

(O Block), who made sure everything, 

ran smoothly. Cassie Thorpe (U.6) and 

Kami Lakhani (L.6) performed on the 

haunting soundtrack to the play. I think 

the Abbey girls should be extremely 

proud of their achievements in the play 

this year and must strive to take part n 

the future. Well done. 

   This yearõs school play was ôMacbethõ 

and although Mr Levesley knew the play 

well, he undertook a huge challenge in 

trying to get the young actors of Repton 

to perform the tragic story with compas-

sion and believability.  

   Fortunately with practice and determi-

nation from the cast, crew and director 

we did the school proud, creating a 

sound performance.  

   There were many Abbey girls involved 

this year, with Charly Wright as Lady 

Macbeth: unnerving performances from 

Kate Benn (O Block), Phoebe Jones (A 

Block), Alex Cartlidge, Sophie Crosse 

(L.6) and Freya Harcus (B Block) as the 

The mists and winter chill set the scene nicely, for The Schoolõs production of 

Macbeth, during November. The play took place in Pearsõ School, due to the refur-

bishment work at The 400 Hall. The large space turned out to be ideal for the 

performance. As Charly Wright (Upper 6th), reports, there were lots of Ab-

bey girls involved in the performance, including Charly herself. Her performance as 

Lady Macbeth was captivating. 

Centre stage in Macbeth 

Massive support for House swimmers 
  Such is the nature of House sport, 

that there are opportunities for eve-

ryone to contribute. It is also true, 

that (whisper it softly), over a year 

honours are generally shared be-

tween the Houses. 

  The Abbey is not blessed with a 

large number of top swimmers this 

year, but the team was not lacking 

for volunteers, and the magnificent 

supporters were the loudest by many 

decibels! Wiz Mumby (U6) re-

ports. 

   For any other house, the prospect 

of having to pull together a team of 

few natural swimmers would seem to 

be a daunting prospect; however this 

was certainly not the case in Abbey . 

with many people volunteering to 

step up and swim in the recent 

House Swimming Gala.  

   Unfortunately, despite our best 

efforts, we found that in many races 

we narrowly missed out and thus 

found ourselves in fourth place.    

However this does not accurately 

reflect the efforts of all the girls, who 

all did fantastically well and most of 

which actually secretly enjoyed them-

selves in the end! Special mention 

must go to Danielle, Priscilla and 

Kamma all of whom won their races 

and swam excellently throughout. 



A Block girls, Frannie Beharrell and 

Sevi Matthews were understandably 

excited this term,  to receive letters 

of invitation to join the exchange 

trip to Repton Dubai in Spring 

2011. Maddie Kelly from The Abbey 

went to Dubai last year and really 

enjoyed the experience. 

The girls will spend 2 weeks at Rep-

ton Dubai and then host Dubai stu-

dents back here during Summer. 

Early in The Term, The Juniors romped to a Tug-of-War vic-

tory for the second successive year. It was a great win, very 

loudly supported by girls and staff..  

   The Senior Team came close to completing a House dou-

ble, but was defeated by a powerful Field House team in the 

Final. 

  It was super to see so many girls joining in and coming along 

to support their friends. 

Frannie and Sevi on 

Dubai exchange trip 

It was an exciting Half Term for 

Kamie Lakhani (L.6), who was one 

of only 67 female designers from 

the U.K. to receive the Arkwright 

Scholarship for Design, Technology 

and Engineering, for 2010. The 

award ceremony was held at The 

Institute of Engineering and Tech-

nology, in Central London. 

Sponsored by the R.A.F., Kamie 

applied for the Scholarship in Janu-

ary 2010, and had to sit an aptitude 

paper. During the second stage, in 

April, Kamie had to attend an inter-

view in Loughborough, where she 

presented her GCSE project and 

had to explain it to a panel of 

judges. There were also team activi-

ties, such as designing and building a 

bridge, using drinking straws. 

263 successful applicants were in-

vited to the prestigious award cere-

mony in London,. 

Kamie said that she was very nerv-

ous as she waited to go up to re-

ceive her prize (A £500 award over 

2 years plus career awareness days, 

as well Ã400 to the school). Kamieõs 

achievements such as A* GCSEs and 

Duke of Edinburgh awards, were 

read out as she went up onto the 

stage. 

This grand day out was a fitting re-

ward to Kamie, who is not just a 

talented designer, but a hard work-

ing student and great team player in 

the all aspects of The Abbeyõs life 

Kamie Lakhani wins 

Arkwright Scholarship 

http://

www.repton.org.uk/

the -abbey  

Junior Team:  Maddie Kelly, Holly Harcus, Carmen Suen (O 

Block), Frannie Beharrell, Sevi Matthews, Esme Buckley, 

Honor Turpin (A Block), Lydia-May Cooney, Jess. Czink, 

Freya Harcus, Darcey Scheel (B Block). 

Senior Team:  Brenda Adams, Simone Matthews, Becky 

Seibert, Cassie Thorpe, Harriet Welch (U6th), Isabelle Arndt, 

Lauren Finch, Fabienne Peters (L.6th) 

Young Guns are champions again! 

Remember to look for 

our regular updates of 

news and pictures on The 

Abbey web pages . We try to 

add new items each  

week. 



 

  When the local papers arrive to take pictures of 

Wear What You Dare day at Repton, it always seems 

to be Abbey Girls who end up on the front page.  

Maybe itõs because they use their imagination to pre-

pare fantastic costumes or they are photogenic; for 

the third year in a row, Abbey girls were on the front 

page of The Burton Mail. 

  Possibly the most popular feature of Sale of Work;  

on  Wear What You Dare  day  students make charita-

ble donations to dress up in costumes that are literally 

as outrageous as they dare! 

  Several 6th Form girls had auctioned their services 

as slaves and were commanded by their owners to do 

increasingly silly things. At one stage most of the 

slaves had to do ôThe Macarenaõ in silence! 

  There were lots of terrific costumes on display, in-

cluding Avatars and Sporting Gentlemen (moustaches 

are always a winner when dressing up!) 

Hold the front page 

Itõs wear what you dare! 

Top Right:  

ôSporting Gen-

tlemenõ 

 

Right : 

ôAvatarsõ 

Left:  Lauren 

carries out 

her tasks as a 

ôslave for the 

dayõ 

Below Right:  

6th Form 

slaves  sitting 

with their B 

Block ôowners 

during lunch 

 

Left : Mrs Wilbraham and Miss Randle join Miss McKenzie on The 

Geography departmentõs quest for ôThe lost Crayons of Reptonõ 




